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THE MOON AND BEYOND:  

METEORITES FROM THE STIFLER COLLECTION 

 
 
 

GIBEON METEORITE — NATURAL EXOTIC 
SCULPTURE FROM OUTER SPACE 

IRON, FINE OCTAHEDRITE 
GIBEON, GREAT NAMA LAND, NAMIBIA 

Estimate: $250,000-350,000 
 

 
New York – Christie’s announces its auction The Moon and Beyond: Meteorites from the Stifler Collection, 
which will be open for bidding from July 11 - 25 with estimates ranging from $700 up to $350,000.  
 
Amongst the foremost collection of meteorites in the World, the Stifler Collection boasts the six largest lunar 
meteorites on Earth. The vast majority of the collection is being donated to the Maine Mineral & Gem Museum; 
offered in this auction are duplicates and cuttings taken from specimens being enhanced for display. Proceeds 
will be donated to the Museum, a land trust created by Stifler & McFadden and other charities supported by the 
Stifler family. 
 
The sale is led by a natural sculpture from outer space – the outstanding aesthetic iron Gibeon Meteorite 
(Estimate: $250,000 – 350,000) is draped in a variegated gunmetal-hued patina with ochre accents and the 
broad apex and even more voluminous terminal regions are connected by an unbreakable extraterrestrial steel 
shoulder. Like most iron meteorites, Gibeon meteorites were formed 4.5 billion years ago within the molten 
core of an asteroid whose shattered remains are part of the asteroid belt. Unlike most iron meteorites, this 
Gibeon is among one of the most aesthetic iron meteorites known. 
 
Meteorites are exceedingly rare (The combined mass of all known examples held in museums and private 
collections weighs less than the world’s annual output of gold). The more esoteric meteorite subtypes are 
among the rarest objects on Earth, especially lunar meteorites. Most of the craters on the Moon are the result 
of asteroid impacts, and some of these impacts are sufficiently powerful to eject Moon rocks off the lunar 
surface into space—some of which land on Earth. Some notable lunar lots within this sale include the 
‘Massive Triangular Specimen of the Moon’ (Estimate $100,000 – $130,000), as well as a ‘Rare Lunar 

https://onlineonly.christies.com/s/moon-beyond-meteorites-stifler-collection/lots/1488?lang=en-us


Sphere’ (Estimate: $35,000- $55,000). The ‘Massive Triangular Specimen’ is a triangularly-shaped end piece 
that reveals both interior and exterior of Moon rock. Small patches of fusion crust and Sahara Desert hues 
accent the stone-like external surface of this rare lunar meteorite. Like most substances from the Moon, this 
triangular meteorite is extremely rare. Less than 600 kg of lunar meteorites, like this one, are known to exist. 
This lunar meteorite originated from a large meteorite shower straddling the Mauritanian and Algerian borders, 
which is the shower responsible for nearly half of the lunar meteorites that exist upon the Earth today.  
 
Additional highlights within the sale also consist of rare meteorites that originated from the planet Mars, 
including a ‘Large Complete Slice of The Planet Mars with Entrapped Martian Atmosphere’ (Estimate: 
$30,000 –  $50,000). As is the case with the Moon, specimens originating from Mars are among the most 
exotic extraterrestrial substances on Earth with less than 180kg known to exist. This slice of Martian rock, in 
particular, is deemed to contain more Martian atmosphere than most known Martian samples. 
 
To learn more about Meteorites, please visit our collecting guide. 

 

 

  
 

 
REVEALS INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR OF A 
SAMPLE FROM THE NWA 8046 CLAN OF 

LUNAR METEORITES 
LUNAR FELDSPATHIC BRECCIA 
SAHARA DESERT, MAURITANIA 

Estimate: $100,000-130,000 

 
NWA 12691 — RARE LUNAR SPHERE — 
FROM THE NWA 8046 CLAN OF LUNAR 

METEORITES 
LUNAR FELDSPATHIC BRECCIA 
SAHARA DESERT, MAURITANIA 

Estimate: $35,000-55,000 

 

 
NWA 11057 — LARGE COMPLETE SLICE OF 

THE PLANET MARS WITH ENTRAPPED 
MARTIAN ATMOSPHERE  

MARS ROCK – SNC DIASBASIC 
SHERGOTTITE 

SAHARA DESERT, NORTH WEST AFRICA 
Estimate: $30,000-50,000 
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About Christie’s   

Christie’s, the world's leading art business, had global auction, private and digital sales in the first half of 2018 that totalled £2.97 billion / $4.04 billion. 

Christie’s is a name and place that speaks of extraordinary art, unparalleled service and international expertise. Christie’s offers around 350 auctions 

annually in over 80 categories, including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewellery, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices range from $200 

to over $100 million. Christie's also has a long and successful history conducting private sales for its clients in all categories, with emphasis on Post-War 

& Contemporary, Impressionist & Modern, Old Masters and Jewellery. 

Alongside regular sales online, Christie’s has a global presence in 46 countries, with 10 salerooms around the world including in London, New York, Paris, 

Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai, Zürich, Hong Kong, and Shanghai. 

*Please note when quoting estimates above that other fees will apply in addition to the hammer price - see Section D of the Conditions of Sale at the back 

of the sale catalogue.  

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium. Sales totals are hammer price plus buyer’s premium and are reported net of applicable fees.  
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